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Necip F a z ıl KISAKÜREK
Another esteemed person who went 
to  h is  Eternal r e s t  in  the year 
1983 is  Necip F a z ıl Kısakürek. He 
was one o f  the most prominent f i g ­
ures o f  tw en tieth  century Islam ic 
thought.
Necip F a z ıl was born on 26 May 
1905 in  Istanbu l. He s tarted  
school a t an ea r ly  age and la te r  
a tten ted  both the Istanbul Univer­
s i t y  and the Sorbonne in  P a r is . 
He returned home in  the ea r ly  
years o f the Turkish Republic. He 
worked f i r s t  in  banking and la te r  
he taught in  severa l educational 
in s t itu t io n s . During th is  period , 
he devoted a l l  o f  h is  spare time 
to  h is  rea l c a ll in g ,  l i t e r a tu r e .  
His poems a ttra c ted  considerable 
a tten tion . The technique, the 
structu re, and the content o f  h is  
poems were fa r  superior to  those 
o f  h is  contemporaries. Besides 
o r ig in a l w r it in g , he was also 
deeply in teres ted  in  philosophy.
O r ig ir a l ly  a poet o f the inner 
world and r e f le c t io n ,  he became 
an Islam ic philosopher fo llo w in g  
h is  associa tion  in  1934 w ith Ab- 
dülhakim A rvas î, a sufî teacher. 
From then onwards, he devoted h is 
w r it in g  to  a ttra c t in g  adherents 
to  h is  ideas. He abandoned teach­
ing in  1942 and entered jou rnal­
ism. In 1943, he se t up h is own 
newspaper, the Büyük Dogu (Great 
E a s t ). Apart from severa l in te r -
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va ls , he continued to  publish th is  
newspaper u n t il h is  death.
In  h is  hands, a r t  reached a climax 
o f p e r fe c t io n  as an instrument o f 
thought, w ithout lo s in g  any o f i t s  
p u r ity  or va lue. Necip F a z ıl pur­
sued journalism  and ph ilosoph ica l 
study together w ith h is  l i t e r a r y  
work. His poems, p lays , and s to ­
r ie s  are a l i f e ' s  work in  them­
se lves .
Necip F a z ıl Kısakürek, who devoted 
h is  a c t iv i t ie s  to  the c rea tion  o f 
a generation  which would "champion 
the causes o f r e l ig io n ,  language, 
in t e l l e c t ,  sc ience, honour, and 
homeland" passed a considerab le 
p ortion  o f h is  l i f e  a f t e r  1943 in 
p rison .
In 1980 he was honoured w ith the 
t i t l e  o f Sultan üş '-Şuarâ (Master 
o f  Poets ) by the Turkish L ite r a ­
tu re Wakf. The M in istry  o f Culture 
a lso  presented him w ith  an award 
in  the same year.
Many o f h is  works have been pub­
lish ed  and most o f the la te s t  ed i­
tions o f these have been subjected 
to  a meticulous examen to  ensure 
th e ir  conform ity w ith God's com­
mandments and p ra ctices  and words 
o f the Prophet.
His l i t e r a r y  works are among the 
c la s s ic s  o f Turkish l i t e r a tu r e .  
His ph ilosoph ica l works o f note 
are : Çöle İnen Nur (The L igh t
Which Descended on the D esert), 
îdeolocya Örgüsü (The Web o f 
Id e o lo g y ), Batı Tefekkürü ve I s ­
lam Tasavvufu (Western Philosophy 
and Is lam ic  M ystic ism ), Büyük Do­
ğu ' ya Doğru (Towards the Great 
E a s t ), Yolumuz, Halimiz, Çaremiz 
(Our Path, Our Condition, and Our 
D e liv e ra n ce ).
I f  Turkish were an in tern a tion a l 
language, Necip F a z ıl would c e r ­
ta in ly  have made h is  mark on world 
l i t e r a tu r e  and world philosophy. 
May God's compassion and mercy be 
on th is  champion o f tw en tieth  cen­
tury Is lam ic philosophy.
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